Everyone the Father gives to me will come to me; I will never turn away anyone who believes in me.

He who raised Jesus Christ from the dead will also give new life to our mortal bodies through his indwelling Spirit.

My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; my body also shall rest in hope.

You will show me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy,

and in your right hand are pleasures for evermore.
In sure and certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life through our Lord Jesus Christ, we commend to Almighty God our sister Esther; and we commit her body to the ground; earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust. The Lord bless her and keep her, the Lord make his face to shine upon her and be gracious unto her, the Lord lift up his countenance upon her and give her peace.  Amen.
The Lord be with you

People: And also with you.

Let us pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,

    hallowed be thy Name,

    thy kingdom come,

    thy will be done,

        on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

    as we forgive those

        who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation,

    but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

    and the power, and the glory,

    for ever and ever. Amen.


Rest eternal grant to Esther, O Lord; And let light perpetual shine upon her.

May her soul, and the souls of all the departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.
Alleluia. Christ is risen.

People: The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.

Let us go forth in the name of Christ.

People: Thanks be to God.
A Collation will follow at the Hopkinton Country Club
204 Saddle Hill Road, Hopkinton, MA
A Celebration of the Life of
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Friday, October 18, 2024
Opening Song – On Angel’s Wings by Karen Taylor Goods
I am Resurrection and I am Life, says the Lord. Whoever has faith in me shall have life, even though he die. And everyone who has life, and has committed himself to me in faith, shall not die for ever.
As for me, I know that my Redeemer lives and that at the last he will stand upon the earth. After my awaking, he will raise me up; and in my body I shall see God. I myself shall see, and my eyes behold him who is my friend and not a stranger.
For none of us has life in himself, and none becomes his own master when he dies. For if we have life, we are alive in the Lord, and if we die, we die in the Lord. So, then, whether we live or die, we are the Lord's possession.
Happy from now on are those who die in the Lord! So, it is, says the Spirit,
for they rest from their labors.
Let us pray

O God, whose mercies cannot be numbered: Accept our prayers on behalf of your servant Esther, and grant her an entrance into the land of light and joy, in the fellowship of your saints; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Most merciful God, whose wisdom is beyond our understanding: Deal graciously with Esther’s family and friends in their grief. Surround them     with your love, that they may not be overwhelmed by their loss, but have confidence in your goodness, and strength to meet the days to come;  through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

A Reading from Proverbs Chapter 31
Proverbs 31 is a verse from the Bible that honors a virtuous woman for her hard work and good deeds
The Word of the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God

Please join in the reading of Psalm 23 (Esther’s Favorite prayer)
The Lord is my shepherd;
I shall not want.
He makes me to lie down in green pastures;
He leads me beside the still waters.
He restores my soul;
He leads me in the paths of righteousness
For His name’s sake.

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil;
For You are with me;
Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
You anoint my head with oil;
My cup runs over.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
All the days of my life;
And I will dwell in the house of the Lord 

Forever.

Music – Amazing Grace
A reading from the book of Wisdom
The Word of the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. (John 14: 1-6)
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.
John 14:1-6 is read by the Officiant

The Gospel of the Lord.

People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Remembrances from Esther’s Family
Homily by Rev. Susan Schwab
Father of all, we pray to you for Esther and for all those whom we love but see no longer. Grant to them eternal rest. Let light perpetual shine upon them. May her soul and the souls of the departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen.
Into thy hands, O merciful Savior, we commend thy servant, Esther. Acknowledge, we humbly beseech thee, a sheep of thine own fold, a lamb of thine own flock, a sinner of thine own redeeming. Receive her into the arms of thy mercy, into the blessed rest of everlasting peace, and into the glorious company of the saints in light. Amen.
Recessional – Somewhere over the Rainbow - Israel "IZ" Kamakawiwoʻole
Burial will follow at Evergreen Cemetery, Woodville, MA

